


What is the Personal Project? 
 It’s a project that all students do in the 9th and 10th grade. 

 Students get to choose exactly what they want to do. 

 Students can choose any topic and pretty much anything, 
as long as they can show that it relates to one of the Areas 
of Interaction (focus areas). 

 Students keep a process journal to keep track of what they 
have done. 

 Students meet with a supervisor and optional mentors to 
get ideas and to stay on task. 

 Students write a paper about their experiences. 



Why do students like the Personal 
Project? 
 This may be your one and only chance to do what you want 

to do, not what teachers tell you to do! 

 They get to “teach the teacher.” 

 They can showcase their work in an exhibition. 

 This will help them hone their skills for the extended essay 
(Diploma Program). 

 They can see other projects and see what their friends did. 

 They will be able to work with mentors outside of school. 

 They will be able to develop a better relationship with their 
teachers and supervisors. 

 



Ideas for the Project 
 Keep in mind that the project should be meaningful and 

accomplishable.  Topics should be refined to address this concern. 

 An original work of art 

 A piece of literary fiction 

 A culturally specific, historically significant, or scientifically 
meaningful cookbook. 

 A solution to a problem 

 An original science experiment 

 An invention or a design 

 A business plan 

 A website 

 A teen-nonfiction book about how a disease has affected the author. 

 A fundraiser 

 

 



What will not work 
 
 A copied and pasted cookbook found on the internet 

(no effort/possible plagiarism issues) 

 Find a way to solve the debt of  Tanzania (not 
accomplishable) 

 Find out about violence in sports (not specific enough) 

 Build a skateboard from parts that you can buy (too 
easily accomplished). 

 

 

 

 

 



Areas of Interaction- Students 
Choose one Focus for their 
Project 
 Human Ingenuity- people create things and change 

the world. 

 Approaches to Learning- How do we learn and what 
skills do I need to learn? 

 Community and Service- How am I apart of my 
community and how can I help my community. 

 Health and Social Education- How do people interact? 

 Environments- Human environment interaction, 
global and immediate. 

Taken from MYP Principles to Practice p. 20 



Personal Project Steps 
 Process Journal- Keeping track of your 

process/progress. 

 Product- The actual event or whatever you choose to 
do.  This is the red meat. 

 Reflection Paper- A paper that you do after the 
product.  Less than 3500 words, greater than 1,500. 

 Personal Project Expo Participation- Product is on 
display for visitors 

 



How is this different from a science 
fair or a history fair? 
 It isn’t any different, it is just a lot more rigorous and 

involves more steps. 

 Students have to connect their topic to an Area of 
Interaction (focus area) 

 Students can do anything that they want, as long as it 
has that connection and it’s meaningful for them.  
They are not limited to science or history. 



2012-2013 Personal Project Timeline 
(Current 10th Graders) 

 
2013-2014 Personal 
Project Timeline   

Finalized Dates Event 

13-Apr 

Goal statements will be published in the Teacher's Lounge for 
Supervisor Signup, you will be given a supervisor 

4-May 

Due Date: Students upload rough draft of process journal which 
will include their FINAL Personal Project Proposal, uploaded to 
turnitin.com 

Summer Students are working on project, process journal, and report 

14-Sep 

Due Date: Rough Draft of Report Due and FINAL Process 
Journal Due.  Both will be uploaded to turnitin.com 

30-Nov Due Date: FINAL copy of report due, submitted to turnitin.com 

14-Dec 

By this date, students will be surveyed to determine their 
locations for the expo, and mentees will be assigned and posted 

January 23rd Personal Project Expo 

1/31/13 

The final copy of your Personal Project Report will be graded 
after the expo, by this date. 



2013-2014 Proposed Personal Project 
Timeline (Current 9th Graders) 

 
2013-2014 Personal 
Project Timeline   

Proposed Dates Event 

12-Apr 

Goal statements will be published in the Teacher's Lounge for 
Supervisor Signup, you will be given a supervisor 

3-May 

Due Date: Students upload rough draft of process journal which 
will include their FINAL Personal Project Proposal, uploaded to 
turnitin.com 

Summer Students are working on project, process journal, and report 

13-Sep 

Due Date: Rough Draft of Report Due and FINAL Process 
Journal Due.  Both will be uploaded to turnitin.com 

29-Nov Due Date: FINAL copy of report due, submitted to turnitin.com 

13-Dec 

By this date, students will be surveyed to determine their 
locations for the expo, and mentees will be assigned and posted 

January 22nd Personal Project Expo 

2/1/13 

The final copy of your Personal Project Report will be graded 
after the expo, by this date. 



Communicating with Parents  
 The NHP Newsletter, (sent via email), is the main form 

of communication with parents for the Personal 
Project.   

 All dates for the project will be published in the 
newsletter and posted on Mr. Hurvitz’s door. 

 Since this is a Personal Project, students need personal 
responsibility.  We hope to foster personal 
responsibility through building relationships with 
advisees and supervisors. 

 Parental awareness is key to a successful project, not 
necessarily parental involvement. 

 

 



Resources Available On NHP’S 
Webpage? 
 Go to main webpage----Students----Student 

Resources---MYP Personal Project 

 http://northhillsprep.org/Page/1761 

 

 You can find the Process Journal Template, Rubric 
(next slide), and Guide to Writing the Personal Project 
Report. 



Sc
or

e:
__

__
 

A: Use the Process Journal 0 has not reached a standard described by any of the descriptors given 

below 
The student demonstrates:  

 Organization skills though time and 

self-management 

 Communication and collaboration with 

the supervisor 

  Informational literacy, thinking and 

reflection. 

1  minimal (process journal is mostly absent, though parts were uploaded) 

2 some (parts of the process journal are absent) 

3  Satisfactory (most of the process journal is complete) 

4  well-developed (process journal is completed with superb proposal, source 

evaluation, diary, meeting reflections & outcomes, photos). 

Sc
or

e:
__

__
 

B: Define the goal 0 has not reached a standard described by any of the descriptors given below 

1 (1) Identifies the topic of interest, a focus area of interaction and a limited goal. (2) Creates minimal specifications to evaluate 

the project’s outcome/product or none at all.  (barely acceptable goal, specifications are vague, minimal, or absent) 

2 (1) Outlines superficially the topic of interest, the focus area of interaction and an achievable goal.  (2) Creates specifications 

for evaluating the project’s outcome/product, however they lack definition.   

3 (1) Describes clearly the topic of interest, the focus area of interaction and an achievable and appropriately challenging goal. 

(2) Creates satisfactory specifications for evaluating the project’s outcome/product.  

4 (1) Justifies effectively the topic of interest, the focus area of interaction and an achievable and appropriately challenging 

goal. (2) Creates appropriately rigorous specifications for evaluating the project’s outcome/product.   

Sc
or

e:
__

__
 

C: Select Sources 0 has not reached a standard described by any of the descriptors given below 

1 (1) Selects very few relevant sources to achieve the goal. (2) demonstrates minimal evaluation of sources. 

2 (1) Selects some relevant sources to achieve the goal. (2) demonstrates some evaluation of sources. 

3 (1) Selects a satisfactory variety of relevant sources to achieve the goal. (2) demonstrates satisfactory evaluation of sources. 

4 (1) Selects a wide variety relevant sources to achieve the goal. (2) demonstrates well-developed evaluation of sources. 

Sc
or

e:
__

__
 

D: Apply Information 0 has not reached a standard described by any of the descriptors given 

below 
The student demonstrates: 

 Transfer and application of 

information to make decisions, create 

solutions, and develop understandings 

in connection with the project’s goal 

1 Minimal (states, defines, or recalls in a very basic manner) 

2 Some  (more description) 

3 Satisfactory     (explanation, causes and reasons) 

4 well-developed (analysis and evaluation which leads to informed choices) 

Sc
or

e:
__

__
 

E: Achieve the goal 0 has not reached a standard described by any of the descriptors given below 

1 (1) The student evaluates the quality of the outcome/product. (2) The outcome/product is of very limited quality and meets few of 

the specifications.  (descriptions of product in report match actual product in the expo and it is of poor quality) 

2 (1) The student evaluates the quality of the outcome/product. (2) The outcome/product is of limited quality and meets some of the 

specifications. (descriptions of product in report match actual product in the expo and it is of limited quality) 

3 (1) The student evaluates the quality of the outcome/product. (2) The outcome/product is of satisfactory quality and meets many 

of the specifications. (descriptions of product in report match actual product in the expo and it is of satisfactory quality) 

4 (1) The student evaluates the quality of the outcome/product. (2) The outcome/product is of high quality and meets most or all 

of the specifications. (descriptions of product in the report match actual product in the expo and it is of high quality) 

Sc
or

e:
__

__
 

F: Reflect on learning 0 has not reached a standard described by any of the descriptors given 

below 
The students demonstrates: 

 Reflection on how completing the 

project has extended his or her 

knowledge and understanding of the 

topic and focus area of interaction 

 Reflection on how he or she has 

developed as a learner by completing 

the project 

1 Minimal (states, defines, or recalls) (area of interaction does not fit) 

2 Some  (description) (area of interaction fits, but perhaps not well) 

3 Satisfactory (explanation, causes and reasons) (area of interaction fits well) 

4 well-developed (able to transfer understanding of personal change, though the 

area of interaction, on a global level) 

Sc
or

e:
__

__
 

G: Report the project 0 has not reached a standard described by any of the descriptors given below 

1 (1) Minimal organization of the project report according to the required structure. (2) Communication which is rarely clear, 

coherent, and concise and may not meet required limits. (3) Inaccurate use of recognized conventions to acknowledge sources or 

no acknowledgement of sources.  (less than 1,500 words) 

2 (1) Some organization of the project report according to the required structure. (2) Communication which is sometimes clear, 

coherent, and concise and is within required limits. (3) Some accurate use of recognized conventions to acknowledge sources. 

3 (1) Satisfactory organization of the project report according to the required structure. (2) Communication which is generally 

clear, coherent, and concise and is within required limits. (3) Generally accurate use of recognized conventions to acknowledge 

sources.  

4 (1) Consistent organization of the project report according to the required structure. (2) Communication which is clear, coherent, 

and concise and is within required limits. (3) Accurate use of recognized conventions to acknowledge sources, possibly with 

minor errors. (use of sources throughout) (Greater than 2,500 words, not exceeding 3,500 words) 

Personal Project Report Assessment Criteria: Updated 1/17/2012                                                                       

Student Name:                                                   Supervisor Name: 

Final Score out 

of 28:____ 



FAQ 
Q:  What is the Personal Project? 

 

A: It’s a project that all students do in the 9th and 10th  grade.  Students get to choose exactly what they 
want to do.  It’s like a project fair that has more rigorous requirements than your average science fair. 

 

Q: Does my student have to participate in this? 

 

A: Yes, it is a requirement for students to pass on through the 10th  grade to the 11th grade.  It is also a major 
grade in English Language Arts classes and.  It is not a graduation requirement because it is assessed 
in the 10th grade.  

 

Q: How can I help my student? 

 

A:  This is a self-directed project, so students do most of the work.  However, parents can and should 
facilitate their student’s success, whenever possible.  Good ways of doing this include driving students 
to interviews and meetings, facilitating interactions with mentors, and making sure that there is time 
at home dedicated to the process journal. 

 

Q: What is a process journal? 

 

A:   Your student should be documenting his or her progress throughout the year with a process journal.  
A process journal is a diary of steps that your student has completed and goals that your student has 
proposed.  A process journal also  includes  a superb proposal, source evaluation, meeting reflections 
& outcomes, and photos 

 

 

 

 

  


